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Message from His Excellency Charles Savarin D.A.H. President 

of the Commonwealth of Dominica  

        

 

  
 

In its report to the Government in 2004, submitting a Policy Paper on Dominica-

Diaspora, the Dominica Academy of Arts and Science (DAAS) pointed out at para-

graph 1.8 that: “It has been conservatively estimated that there are between 

150,000 to 160,000 adult Dominicans who have migrated from the island since the 

1940's. Initially enticed to meet labour shortages in the metropolitan centres of the 

United States, Canada and Britain, more recently (post 1980), most Diasporans pos-

sess a variety of higher education and achievement including professional status, and have settled comfortably 

in their various hostlands. As they now are starting to enter their retirement years and with still many productive 

years remaining, many are well-disposed to share their skills, experience, some disposable income and energy in 

furthering the development of their homeland.” If the DAAS is correct in its estimation, it means that a consider-

able number of persons of Dominican origin, possibly numbering tens of thousands, are resident in the United 

Kingdom. It is therefore a distinct pleasure for me to be afforded the opportunity to address you, the Domini-

cans living in the United Kingdom, through the medium of this newsletter and to extend Season’s Greetings to 

all of you for a Merry Christmas and a Bright and Prosperous New Year. 

On Monday, 30th September 2013, the House of Assembly elected me as the eighth President of our beloved 

country in accordance with the provisions of Sections 19 and 35 of the Constitution of the Commonwealth of 

Dominica. It was with a profound sense of humility that I accepted the high honour and privilege that the mem-

bers of Parliament and the people of Dominica whom they represent, bestowed on me. On the 2nd of October 

2013, which coincidentally was my 70th birthday, I took the oath and swore to execute the functions of the office 

of President, without fear or favour, affection or ill-will and to honour, uphold and preserve the Constitution of 

the Commonwealth of Dominica. Prior to being elected President, I had had a long period of public service 

spanning over 50 years as a teacher, trade unionist, parliamentarian, ambassador, General Manager of the Na-

tional Development Corporation (NDC) and minister of government.  

In Dominica today as with the entire Caribbean, we are confronted by many challenges caused by natural disas-

ters and the global economic and financial crisis. However, through fiscal prudence and with the support of our 

development partners, particularly the European Union, China, Venezuela, France, the UK, Cuba, USA, Canada, 

Japan and Morocco, we have made great strides and should be thankful to the Good Lord that despite the 

many challenges, we have achieved much particularly in the areas of health, housing, education, renewable en-

ergy and in our road and physical infrastructure development. At the same time we have been able to provide 

care for the elderly, the very young, and the less fortunate and dependent members of our society. 

In his 2013 Independence Day Address, the Honourable Prime Minister informed the nation of the construction 

of a modern state of the art hospital in the New Year with grant funding provided by the Government of the 

People’s Republic of China, and the procurement of significant pieces of diagnostic equipment for the Princess 

Margaret Hospital that are expected to arrive on island by the end of this year. These include a new CT scan, a 

Digital Mammogram, a Gastroscopy/Colonoscopy System, a Surgical Tower laparoscope, a Magnetic Resonance 

Imaging (MRI) Scan, and orthopaedic equipment to be delivered in the new year 2014. 
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All of these pieces of equipment, together with the construction of the new hospital, seek to ensure that we 

bring better health services to the doorsteps of our people and to reduce the costs involved in having to 

access health care overseas. 

Particular mention was also made by the Prime Minister of the newly constructed and commissioned Do-

minica State College, the soon to be completed and commissioned State House Complex, and the apart-

ment buildings being constructed in Elmshall and Bath Estate, all with soft loans from the People’s Republic 

of China. As a former Minister for Public Utilities, Energy and Ports (2007-2009), I particularly welcome the 

progress we have made in the major initiative taken by the Government with the support of the French and 

European Union, to explore our geothermal energy potential to supply electricity for domestic consumption 

and for export by underwater cables to Martinique and Guadeloupe. We are also constructing an abattoir, 

with Venezuela grant funding, as part of a program to make Dominica self-sufficient in pork and chicken 

and also a coffee processing plant (with Venezuelan grant assistance) as part of a major coffee expansion 

program. The Housing Revolution which has seen the construction of a number of new houses in several 

communities including the Carib Territory, Hillsborough Gardens in St. Joseph, Chance in Portsmouth, and 

the repair of several hundred houses across the island is still ongoing. 

In the area of National Security and the fight against crime, we continue to work closely with law enforce-

ment agencies in the region and internationally to combat transnational crime and to preserve Dominica as 

a low crime jurisdiction. 

We can therefore look towards the dawning of the New Year with high expectations.  I am aware that in 

Europe and the United Kingdom there are challenges as well. I nevertheless exhort all of you to take full ad-

vantage of the opportunities which being in the United Kingdom presents, particularly in the fields of edu-

cation and training, so as to make a better life for yourselves in your adopted country.  

Your continued support for members of your families at home through remittances is much appreciated 

and is a significant contribution to the overall welfare of the local population. You should also seek out in-

vestment opportunities at home, including investments in land, housing development and in bank deposits 

and credit union accounts. 

I wish on behalf of the Government and people, and on behalf of my wife Clara and myself, to express my 

sincerest thanks and gratitude to you for the great sacrifices that you have made and are making in contrib-

uting to the welfare of your families and your country. 

I encourage you to visit periodically, stay connected and give yourselves an opportunity to experience first-

hand the developments taking place in your homeland, and to give serious consideration to investing in the 

established or emerging sectors of the economy. 

Once again, my wife and family join me in extending to one and all God’s blessings for a Joyous Christmas 

Season and a Bright and Prosperous New Year. 
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Message from the High Commissioner, Her Excellency Francine Baron 
 

Fellow Nationals, Greetings and best wishes to all for a year that is more productive 
than last year. I am sure that most of us have taken time to reflect on the things that 

we have done and achieved over the last year and to plan for how we can do things 

better and more effectively.  

We continue to see how vulnerable our country is to the effects of excessive rain 

which results in landslides, floods and extensive damage to public and private infra-
structure as happened in Dominica on Christmas Eve. But this was by no means 

unique to Dominica as our sister islands of St. Lucia and St. Vincent were also victims 

of the trough system that affected us. We have also seen the ill effects of the weather 

here in the UK and in the US in recent times. 
 

What this helps to bring home is not just our vulnerability but the fragility of life and how easily our world can be turned 
upside down and our comfort zone shattered. It reminds us that we should each be our brother’s keeper. I urge us all 
therefore in this coming year to continue to engage each other, and to devise ways in which we can make a positive con-
tribution to the development of Dominica. 

It is in that spirit we will be inviting you later this year to be part of the Diaspora Conference.  It will be an opportunity for 
us to come together to make positive recommendations for moving the Dominica agenda forward. 

Message from Minister for Employment, Trade, Industry and Diaspora Affairs, Hon. Dr. John 
Collin McIntyre 
	
Idyllic, picturesque, serene and tranquil, Dominica is truly the Nature Isle. Blessed with 
lush, green vegetation and abundant clear, clean water Dominica is know for our moun-
tains, valleys, rivers and streams - we are equally known for our friendly and good-
natured people.  

I am delighted to take this opportunity to reach out to the Dominican Community in the 
United Kingdom. You serve as ambassadors of the Nature Isle and represent your 
homeland admirably. Many of you may not have visited Dominica for several years; 
however, you continue to keep the warmth and essence of Dominica in your hearts, 
wherever you reside.  

There has long been a fruitful partnership between our overseas-based nationals and 
the Government and it is an excellent example of the benefits of working together towards a common goal. We appreci-
ate the patriotism and dedication to national development exhibited by the Dominican Community in the United King-
dom.  

As we have often said, the Government welcomes the exchange of ideas, and encourages you to contribute your 
thoughts towards the development of our beloved nation. We genuinely appreciate your contributions and look forward 
to receiving positive input from all quarters. 

Given the current global financial situation it is often difficult for us, at home or abroad, to make ends meet. But we 
should all continue to make a concerted effort to assist, where we can, in development projects around Dominica. 

We must reshape the economic landscape of our country, whereby together we can create new and greater opportuni-
ties and stimulate a new sense of hope and opportunity for all our people. Whilst the challenges are many, we believe 
there are many opportunities on which we can captalise. Considerable opportunities exist in developing our health and 
wellness tourism, agro-processing, manufacturing, cultural industries, professional services, eco-tourism and the hospi-
tality industry in general. 

Photo accredited to JD Douglas 
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ARCHBISHOP KELVIN FELIX—CARDINAL ELECT  Continued from cover page 

Cardinal designate Felix was born in Dominica on 15th February 1933 and was ordained a 
priest in 1956.  He was appointed archbishop of Castries from 1981 until his retirement in 
2008. Archbishop Felix has also served as Principal of St. Mary’s Academy (1972–1975), Asso-
ciate General Secretary of the Caribbean Conference of Churches (1975–1981), President of 
the Antilles Episcopal Conference (1991–1997) and President of the Caribbean Conference of 
Churches (1981–1986). 
 

Since his retirement as archbishop of Castries, Felix moved back to Dominica where he has 
continued his ministry in various parishes, most recently in St Marks Parish, Soufriere. Bishop Gabriel Malzaire of the 
Diocese of Roseau, in a press statement, declared that he was “extremely happy” about the news of the appointment: 
“We congratulate Archbishop Kelvin Felix for the great honour bestowed on him by the Holy Father. It is no doubt an 
indication of his selfless dedication to the Church and the esteem at which he is held by the Holy See. We too in the 
Diocese share in that honour.” 
 

His Excellency Charles Savarin D.A.H., President of Dominica, has written to express his congratulations to Archbishop 
Kelvin Felix on his appointment by Pope Francis.  President Savarin told Archbishop Felix that his elevation as Cardinal 
is a wonderful gift to the Province of Castries, to the entire region and especially to all Dominicans. President Savarin 
continued, “As the first Cardinal to be appointed from within the ranks of the Antilles Episcopal Conference (ACE), your 
appointment signifies the recognition the AEC has gained in the eyes of His Holiness. It will surely serve to inspire and 
motivate the clergy in our region, led by their bishops and archbishops, to work even harder in caring for the flock of 
Jesus Christ. The importance of this cannot be overemphasized since we live at a time when a creeping materialism and 
secularism are slowly eroding biblical values and fostering disrespect for the dignity of the human person and institu-
tions of society.” 
 

Honourable Roosevelt Skerrit, Prime Minister remarked that the appointment of Archbishop Felix is in “recognition of 
his exceptional contribution to the church and his leadership in the diocese of Castries over so many years and his 
knowledge of the workings of the Catholic Church, knowledge of the faith”.  The Prime Minister said that the appoint-
ment of Archbishop Felix as Cardinal is an inspiration for Dominicans.   
 

Her Excellency Francine Baron, High Commissioner, extends her congratulations to Cardinal-elect Felix and joins the 
Nation in the offer of prayers for blessing in his new capacity.  Indeed all Dominicans can be proud that a fellow na-
tional has been elevated to Cardinal within the Catholic Church. 

DDDOMINICAOMINICAOMINICA‘‘‘SSS   MMMAJORAJORAJOR   EEEVENTVENTVENT   CCCALENDERALENDERALENDER   201420142014   
   

3rd & 4th Mar     Mas Domnik 
7th - 11th Apr    Nature Island Challenge 
1st - 31st May    Tourism Awareness Month 
1st - 31st May    Dominica Festival of Creative Arts (DOMFESTA) 
24th & 31st May    Hike Fest 
1st - 7th June    Hike & Jazz 
11th – 20th July    Dive Fest 
1st – 3rd August    Shop Dominica 
8th - 10th August    Nature Island Literary Festival 
14th – 21st Sept     Kalinago Week 
19th October    Heritage Day 
25th October    Cadence Lypso Competition 
27th – 30th October   Creole in the Park 
31st October    Creole Day 
31st October – 2nd November  18th Annual World Creole Music Festival 
3rd November    Independence Day 
4th November    Community Day of Service 
14th & 15th December    Waraka Séwinal Festival 
25th December     Christmas Day  
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THE CARIBBEAN QUADRILLE DANCERS ARE RECOGNISED FOR PARTICIPATION  AT THE 
LONDON’S NEW YEAR’S DAY PARADE 2013 
 
On 14th February 
2013, the Caribbean 
Quadrille Dancers 
were awarded with a 

plague and individual medals, in recogni-
tion of their participation in the London’s 
New Year’s Day Parade.   
 

The recognition was commissioned by the 
Deputy Lord Lieutenant of Greater London 
and the Lord Mayor of the City of West-
minster, representing the patrons, direc-
tors and supporters of the London’s New 
Year’s Day Parade and its associated Gala 
Concerts.      
 

The Caribbean Quadrille Dancers group 
was formed in 2005 and have participated 
in various events  across London including 
events at the High Commission, the Royal 
Festival Hall and the Commonwealth 
Countries League Fair.  The choreographer of the group, Mrs Patsy  Scott, had been also selected to partici-
pate in the opening ceremony of the London Paralympics Games in 2012.  
 

The ladies of the Caribbean Quadrille Group are known for their lively choreography and entertaining varia-
tions of the Quadrille dance.  The Dominica High Commission extend congratulations to the members of the 
group and wish them continued success.     

WOMEN HEADS OF MISSION OBSERVES INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY  

On Friday 8th March 2013, Her Excellency Ms Francine Baron, High Commissioner hosted an event in observation of  
“International Women’s Day”.  The event included a Special Photo shoot of all Women Heads of Mission, with the pres-
entation of a specially-prepared dish native of their countries.  This was an opportunity for the Ambassadors and High 
Commissioners to promote their respective countries and their national dishes.  Dominica’s dish was prepared by Ms 
Thora Shillingford.   
 

The event was covered by The Diplomat Magazine. High Commissioner Baron is the first female Head of Mission of the 
Commonwealth of Dominica to be accredited to the United Kingdom and the Court of James’s. 

Year in Review—2013  
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DOMINICAN MODEL SARYTA AKPA IN INTERNATIONAL SHOW 

 
 
 

Model Saryta Akpa took to the international runway as a grand finalist in the 

Top Model Worldwide event which was held on 13th April 2013, in London.   Ms 

Akpa put on a fantastic performance and she describes her experience below: 
 

 

 

 

Modelling is my passion; therefore, I was overjoyed, excited and in disbelief when I 

was informed by the organizers that I had been success-

fully selected as a Top Model Worldwide 2013 grand 

finalist. This provided an opportunity for my first visit to 

the United Kingdom, where I enjoyed the experience of a 

fusion of different cultures, meeting new people from all 

walks of life and visiting some renowned monuments in 

the city of London.   
 

 

My participation in this professionally produced, prestig-

ious international runway show, Top Model Worldwide 

Grand Finalists event, gave me insight, a fresh experi-

ence, new friends and the chance to meet individuals 

from a range of different countries. The models were all 

friendly and willing to help each another.  At the April 13, 

2013 Grand Finals held at the  Hilton Metropole Hotel, 

London, I was  excited and nervous but gained confi-

dence once I went on to the runway, and I was thrilled to 

show off the work of great fashion designers such as 

Serap Pollard.   It was quite a personal accomplishment 

to move from local shows in Dominica, to a grand inter-

national event of that stature.   
 

 

I am forever grateful to my family for their support, my 

host, Sandra Courtney and her lovely family and my 

swimwear sponsor, Nadine Coke, who resides in England 

but has Dominican roots.  Thanks also to High Commis-

sioner Her Excellency Francine Baron who took time off 

her busy schedule to attend and support me at the Top Model Worldwide Grand Finals event. 
 

 

All in all I was delighted to have been a part of the experience at Top Model Worldwide 2013 grand finals event which has 

left me with some unforgettable memories and definitely enhanced my modeling career. 

Thank you, 

Saryta Akpa 
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The High Commissioner speaks at African and 
Caribbean  Empowerment Day and Meets Mem-
bers of the Dominican Bradford Association 
 
On Friday 26th April 2013, the High Commissioner and Second Secretary 
Ms Janet Charles, attended the African and Caribbean Empowerment Day 
in Bradford, where the High Commissioner was a guest speaker.  With 
the collaboration of the Lord Mayor, this event was organised by the En-
terprise Network Alliance Small Business Service, a private sector led as-
sociation of professionals and business owners specialising in products 
and services for Africa, the Caribbean and the United Kingdom. 
 

The emphasis on the event was on health and wellness, and the High Commissioner took the opportunity to highlight to 
the audience the great attraction and opportunities available in Dominica for those interested in healthy lifestyle. 
 

The High Commissioner and Ms Janet Charles, also visited the Dominica Bradford Association where they were well re‐
ceived.  They met with nationals and engaged in discussion with them on issues of concern and also updated them on 
the developments in Dominica. 
 

The Chairman and members of the Executive highlighted the work of the Association, which is Community based.  The  
Association is currently running a senior citizens project and a social club which focuses on the development of Carib‐
bean culture and other local community groups.  Cultural activities are held throughout the year.  The key focus is on 
the Dominicans living in Bradford but also includes the wider Afro‐Caribbean and other local community groups.    

Jane Grell—Launches her book, Praise Songs 

On Friday 14th June 2013, Jane Ulysses Grell, a Dominican national, resident in London, launched her 
book of poems and accompanying CD entitled Praise Songs.  It was a joyous occasion hosted by the 
Dominica High Commission and attended by over 90 invitees.  Praise Songs is not about sacred 
songs, but rather exemplifies the spirit of traditional African griots, storytellers who praise their sub-
jects via poetry, story and song. 
 
 
 
 

Jane was born and grew up in the village of Delices, Dominica and has lived and worked in London 
over many years as a teacher, writer, storyteller and poet. Jane’s Muse is indisputably Dominica, while London and Mex-
ico provide their ample share of inspiration.  The book is divided into sections which touch on themes from Dominica 
and the UK, evoking a landscape that embraces both the traditional and the modern and explores journeys, memories 
and loss with both tenderness and exuberance.   
 
 
 
 
 

The accompanying CD is meant to highlight aspects of our Caribbean oral tradition, including the introduction of a few 
Kwe'yol songs, old and new.   The evening was deemed a great success as demonstrated by this sample of written com-
ments from a number of guests: 
 
 
 

“Dear Jane, Thank you so much for a wonderful and moving experience.  Good Luck with Praise Songs.   
I will cherish my copy” (George & Ruthina Newton) 

 
“A wonderful and vibrant performance.  Warm and inspiring” (Martin Woodrow) 

 
“Thank you Jane for a beautiful evening.  You evoked nostalgia, pride and absolute love” (Lerlin Woodrow) 

 
“I’m so glad I had another chance to hear your brilliant storytelling, poems and songs.   

So vibrant and full of life!  More, please!”  (Alice Faucher) 
        Submitted by Jane Grell 
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LESLASSA ARMOUR-SHILLINGFORD REPRESENTS 
DOMINICA AT MISS WORLD 2013 
In September 2013, the reigning Carnival Queen of Dominica, Miss 
Leslassa Armour-Shillingford participated in the renowned Miss 
World Pageant.  The Pageant was held in Bali Indonesia, and 
spanned several weeks, with competitions in various categories.  
Ms Armour Shillingford was one of the 10 finalists in the talent 
round, out of a total of over 130 contestants. 
 

It was the first time in 35 years that Dominica has taken part in the 
Miss World pageant and the entire country threw its support be-
hind Leslassa.  Through her participation and success achieved at 
other pageants, She had proven herself to be a young woman who 
is well poised, well-spoken and a good Ambassador for Dominica, 
who was capable of giving us proud representation at the Miss 
World pageant.   Indeed, she made Dominica proud. 
 

The Dominica High Commission hosted a send-off reception for 
Leslassa on Thursday 29th August at the High Commission in the 
presence of the High Commissioner, Her Excellency Francine 
Baron.  The reception was attended by the Dominican community 
in the United Kingdom, members of the Media, and other well-
wishers. 
 

At the reception, the High Commissioner congratulated Leslassa for her willingness to represent Dominica and for the 
enthusiasm which she exuded.  

The Dominica United Kingdom Association (DUKA) Wins Prize at Nottinghill Carnival 2013 

 

Congratulations to the DUKA Mas Dominique Carnival band on receiving 
the award of second place at the Notting Hill Carnival 2013.  This is a 

great achievement of which all the members of DUKA, the organisers of 

the carnival band and all Dominicans can be proud. 

 

The colourful and lively DUKA Band put on a fantastic display of a typical 
Mas Dominique jump-up.  Clearly, the enthusiasm of the revellers of the 

DUKA Band was evident to the judges and they have been rewarded. 

 

DUKA’s costume and tee-shirt designers,  the DJ’s and musicians, the 

revellers and all other persons who collaborated together to display a 
wonderful Mas which was thoroughly enjoyed by all, are admired and 

congratulated.  DUKA has faithfully participated in the Notting Hill Carni-

val year after year, and Dominicans in the UK look forward to either join-

ing the band or following them along the route.   

We salute all the organisers who have been involved over the years.  As Dominicans, we all share in DUKA’s pride on this 
achievement, and we at the High Commission extend best wishes for even more success in 2014 and the following years. 
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DR DAVID MICHAEL AWARDED AT THE NATIONAL DIVERSITY AWARDS 2013 

Dominican born Dr David Michael was honoured at the 2013 Na-
tional Diversity Awards which took place on 20th September 
2013.  The National Diversity Awards celebrates  the accomplish-
ments and successes of grass-root communities that tackle is-
sues in today’s society.  The award is an avenue to ensure that 
the effort and endless work  and dedication of these persons are 
recognized. 
 

Dr Michael received the Positive Role Model Award for Race, Re-
ligion & Faith.  Dr Michael is a retired Detective Chief Inspector 
at New Scotland Yard and Founding member of The National 
Black Police Association.  In 1972,  he was the first black Police 
Officer to serve in the borough of Lewisham in the history of the 
Metropolitan Police. 
 

Throughout a long and inspiring career, Dr Michael has worked 
tireless to promote racial harmony, inclusiveness and diversity.  
Even after his retirement, he continues to be involved in the local 

community and is also an active member of the Dominican Diaspora Community in the United Kingdom. 
 

Dominicans can be proud of the achievement of Dr Michael, a true and patriotic Dominican and champion of 
equality.  The High Commission joins in commending Dr Michael on his achievements. 

DOMINICA PARTICIPATES IN ALBA PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBITION 
 

In observance of Black History Month, the 
Diplomatic Missions of the ALBA Countries of 

Bolivia, Cuba, Dominica, Ecuador, Nicaragua 

and Venezuela, organised a photography ex-

hibition which took place from 14th to 17th 

October 2013 at the Bolivar Hall in London.   

The Exhibition entitled ‘Memories and Identi-

ties’ showcased photographs of culture and 

life of the Black communities of the ALBA 

countries and depicted themes such as food 

and drink, national wear, every-day life, geog-
raphy and landscape.  Dominica’s photos fea-

tured the boiling lake, a scene with fishermen 

at Scotts Head, A Lapo Kabwit band, the Ka-

linago people and the beach in Portsmouth 

(photos shown opposite). 

A reception was held on the opening day and 

was well attend by the Diaspora of all the 

countries.  There was a lively entertainment session from a drum and dance group from Venezuela and a quadrille per-

formance from the Dominica Overseas National Association (DONA) Quadrille Group. 
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JOUNEN KWÉYÒL CELEBRATED AT THE HIGH COMMISSION IN LONDON 
 
On Friday 25th October 2013 the Dominica High 
Commission , together with the Saint Lucia High 
Commission and the Saint Lucia Tourist Board 
hosted a celebration of Jounen Kwéyòl /Creole 
Day, at the High Commission in Collingham Gar-
dens, London.   
 

The Creole culture was celebrated throughout the 
day with a variety of activities.  There were kweyol 
workshops to introduce persons to the kweyol 
language,  storytelling by our own Jane Grell and 
sessions of various old folk stories that had the 
audience roaring with laughter and actively par-
ticipating in Messier Qwik Qwak stories. 
 

The performances of the quadrille dancers of St 
Lucia and Dominica invoked feelings of nostalgia 
and homesickness in the nationals present.  There 
was a beautiful display of the national dress of Do-
minica and Saint Lucia worn by some persons and 
we learnt how the way in which the  head piece 
(tete casse)  was tied indicated whether the wearer 
was single, married or looking to attract someone.  
 

There was also an exhibition featuring products 
from both Dominica and St Lucia with selections 
of  Bello products, herbal soaps, , bay rum, bush 
tea and ground provisions such as cassava and tania.  There was also a section displaying  arts and 
crafts, straw mats, woven baskets and coconut crafts.  
 

A Creole day would not be complete without the traditional Creole foods.  Patrons were treated 
throughout the day with the delicious offerings of souse, broth, salt fish and green banana, bakes, 
cocoa tea, sorrel and ginger beer and many more delightful treats. 
The day’s events were reminiscent of celebrations back home and brought a small taste of the cele-
bration of Kweyol Culture to the United Kingdom. 
 

Photo accredited to JD Douglas 



ONE MISSION, ONE DOMINICA, CELEBRATING 35 

THE DOMINICAN DISASPORA IN THE UNITED KINGDOM, CELEBRATED DOMINICA’S 35TH 

ANNIVERSARY OF INDEPENDENCE WITH A SPECIAL CHURCH SERVICE AND GALA DINNER  

 
 
In November 2013 Dominica celebrated its 35th anni-
versary of independence, and as usual, Dominicans 
here in the United Kingdom, joined in the celebration.  
This was a great milestone and The Dominica National 
Disaster Fund (DNDF) again hosted its annual dinner 
dance and church service, with the support of the High 
Commission. 
 
The Independence Celebration Service was held on 
Sunday 27th October 2013 at 3pm at Our Lady of 
Lourdes Catholic Church, 51 Cambridge Park Road, 
Wanstead, London E11 2PR.  Father Herman Sharplis 
from Dominica officiated at the Mass.  Many Domini-
cans proudly wore their national dress and took the 
opportunity to fellowship and pray for our country.  
   
The Dinner and Dance took place on Saturday 2nd 
November 2013 at 7.30pm at The Camden Centre, 
Judd Street, London WC1H 9JE .  Patrons were enter-
tained by popular Dominican DJs including DJ Mat-
thew, DJ Vern, Ninjaman Lloyd and Roy Medallion.  
Diners were serenaded during the meal  with the 
soothing Jazz music from Mr Cameron Pierre and vi-
brant steel pan music from Divinity Band.  DONA Qua-
drille Dancers also graced the stage with their usual 
captivating Quadrille performance.  At this event, Mr 
Clifton Brand of DONA was also recognised for his long 
service and dedication to the Dominica and the Do-
minican Associations in the United Kingdom. 
 
Evensong As is customary, the Dean of Westminster 
Abbey invited the High Commissioner and nationals of 
Dominica to Evensong in observance of National Day, 
where prayers were offered up for our nation.  This 
took place on 8th November 2013. The High Commis-
sioner read the second lesson. 
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COMMONWEALTH COUNTRIES LEAGUE (CCL) FAIR  

Saturday 9th November 2013   

The annual CCL fair took place on Saturday 9th November 2013 at the Ken-

sington Town Hall from 11.30am. 

Once again, the Dominica High Commission held a stall, where genuine 
products from Dominica such as pepper sauces, Dominican confectionary, 

Kubuli beer, Dominican rum punch, and arts and crafts were available for 

sale.   

The event is an excellent day out for families and includes many cultural per-

formances, music and stalls from most of the 54 Commonwealth countries.    
The day also included a tombola, face-painting for children and raffles with 

prizes which included trip a to Grenada and Malta.  

The Commonwealth Countries League Education Fund is a charity which 

aims to sponsor the secondary school education for girls across the Com-

monwealth. The Secretary for the Fund Dr Casmir Chanda said ’’It is well 
documented that educating girls is key in providing families with routes out 

of poverty.  Girls who attend secondary school and focus on their studies 

don't get married as young, have fewer children of their own and under-

stand better how to nourish their families.  This immediately eliminates the risk of maternal and childhood mortality and 

triggers a ripple effect.’’  To this end, the CCL Fund is trying to engage 1000 UK schools to sponsor 1000 girls. 

The CCL has a full calendar of events to raise funds including sponsored walks, afternoon tea and cultural events hosted 

by different High Commissions.  The High Commission is pleased to be a part of the CCL’s wider efforts to raise funds for 

such a noble cause.   A sincere thank you to all the Dominican nationals who volunteered at the fair and to those who pa-

tronised the stall.  

 

 

ELECTORAL ID CARDS IN DOMINICA 

On 9th December 2013, enrolment for national identification cards under the Multi-Purpose Identification System (MPID) 
commenced.  The MPID System (National Identification Card) is seen as a regional identification system that is being de-
veloped by the Organization of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS) as part of the Electronic Government for Regional Inte-
gration Project. 
 
Enrolment began with only public officers to test the system, after which the electoral office will decide when enrolment 
for the general public can begin.  These multi-purpose national identification cards will be under the control of and is-
sued by the Electoral Commission since these cards will be used for identifying individuals for voting purposes at elec-
tions.  They however have wider uses and can be used to verify identity for purposes of immigration, travel, use at hospi-
tal, civil registry, customs, banks, supermarkets etc.  The authority responsible for issuing the MPID card is the Electoral 
Commission in Dominica.  For further information contact: 

 The Electoral Commission, Corner of Turkey Lane and Independence Street, Roseau, Dominica, 
Tel: 001 767-266-3336 Fax: 001 767-448-3399 Email: electoraloffice@dominica.gov.dm  

Website: www.electoraloffice.gov.dm 
 
 

 



DASSA SPREADS CHRISTMAS CHEER 
 
On 8th December 2013, the Dominica Secondary School Supporters Association (DASSA) held its annual Christmas Carol 
at the Dominica High Commission.  The event was well attended and patrons joined in the joyful singing of carols.   
 
There were special activities for the children and Father Christmas was there to help bring cheer and laughter. 
 
 Guests were treated to mulled wine and a scrumptious buffet, with a raffle and music from keyboardist Charmaine Julien.   
The DASSA Christmas Carol is an event that many now eagerly anticipate and it attracts a faithful following year after year. 
 
DASSA is a registered charity who raise funds to help support the secondary education of needy students in Dominica.  
The High Commission commends DASSA for all the work which they continue to do in promoting education and con-
gratulate them on organising this wonderful Christmas Carol. 

 BOOK LAUNCH— 

’A DIFFERENT CORNER’  
BY EILEEN  PHILLIPS 
 
On Friday 13th December 
2013, the High Commis-
sion hosted a book 
launch at the Mission for 
a novel titled ‘A Different 
Corner’ by author Eilleen 
Phillips.   
 

The novel is based in Dominica and  tells the story of 
a young woman, Lucy, living a very ordinary life in 
London, who inherits a fortune, including an estate 
in Dominica.  Want-
ing to know more 
about the source of 
her sudden wealth, 
she flies to Domin-
ica.  It is a story of 
self discovery and 
love. 
 
The book is pub-
lished by Olympia 
Publishers, and the 
High Commission was pleased to accommodate the 
author, particularly considering the potential that the 
book has to help raise the profile of Dominica. 
 
The author has personal ties to Dominica;  She is 
married to a Dominican and they have two children. 
 

Copies can be obtained by contacting Eileen at  

eileenphillips@blueyonder.co.uk  

HIGH COMMISSIONER HOSTED CARIB DIRECT SEMINAR 

 
 
On Thursday 5th Decem-
ber 2013, the High Com-
missioner hosted a semi-
nar organised by Carib 
Direct, a Caribbean- fo-
cussed Media Company.  
 
 

This seminar was the 
third in ‘The Caribbean 
and You’ series and spe-
cifically emphasized the 
visibility or lack thereof, 
of the Caribbean voice in 
the United Kingdom and 
to examine reasons for 
this deficiency in the production of Caribbean related pro-
gramming for television. 
 
 

The event was attended by a wide cross section of the com-
munity, including business professionals, academic and en-
trepreneurs.  The seminar was led by a panel which consisted 
of representatives from print media, online media, radio and 
television.  The High Commissioner gave the opening re-
marks and congratulated Carib Direct for the initiative taken 
to organise these events.   
 
 

Her Excellency further commented that there were a number 
of television personalities on UK television from a Caribbean 
background.  The Caribbean diaspora community in the 
United Kingdom numbers in the tens of thousands, and the 
High Commissioner implored that engagement continue ear-
nestly, to ensure that our voices are heard. 
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Age:     17 years  
Training Age:   4 years  
Main Events:   100 meters & 200 meters 
Personal Best Times:  11.9 seconds & 24.09 seconds 
 
Major Competitions: Last 4 Carifta Games: Cayman Islands 
-2010, Jamaica -2011, Bermuda -2012 and Bahamas -2013, 
World Juniors –Spain 2012, Olympic Games London -2012 
 
Born 3rd May 1996, Luan Shunnel Gabriel is a proud 5th 
form student at the Dominica Isaiah Thomas Secondary 
School (I.T.S.S) where she has recently taken the Caribbean 
Council Examinations. She presently holds several national 
records ranging from the U-15 age group through to the U
-20 girls category. Recognizing the potential within this 
young lady the Aspirers Athletics Club headed by IAAF 
Level 5 Sprint Coach Mr. Nabi Wallace adopted her as a 
member on Monday 16th March 2009.  

Her first regional competition was in May 2009 at an invita-
tional meet in Guadeloupe where she won the 80 meters 
and placed 3rd in the 1000 meters. This was a preparation 
meet for Luan who later joined forces with Chelsea Linton 
to represent Dominica at the Central American and Carib-
bean (CAC) Age Group Championship in The Bahamas.  

In The Bahamas Luan won gold in the U-15 girls’ baseball 
throw. Although she convincingly won her heat in 80 me-
ters she had to settle for the 4th place. The combined points 
of Luan and Chelsea over the seven events contested, led 
the Dominican female team to emerge champions over 
Barbados and Jamaica. This was a historical moment for 
Dominica who had never won this title.  

Luan has participated in 
the 2010 qualifiers and the 
2011 finals of the Carifta 
Games and in both the 100 
and 200 meters events. 

At this event she also 
championed Dominica's 
female relay team to two 
gold medals both in the 
4x100m, 4x400m relay. In 
the process the team 
broke the national record 

in both relay events. 

In 2012, Luan and her Coach seized every opportunity to 
expose the athlete to more competition, but at the same 
time challenging her performance. Coach Nabi decided not 
to enter her in the U-17 girls 200m where she would have 
easily won gold, as he wanted her to get stiffer competition 
in preparation for the Carifta Games. Rather he entered her 
in the women 200 meters where she won bronze in that 
event behind USA and Trinidad, in a time of 24.20 seconds.   

Profile on Luan Gabriel 
DOMINICA’S STAR SPRINTER 

Luan went on to win the 
gold medal in the U-17 
girls 200 meters at the 
Carifta Games, posting a 
blistering time of 24.09 
seconds in the semis. Her 
record breaking perform-
ance qualified her for the 
CAC Juniors carded for 
San Salvador and the 
World Juniors in Spain later that year. Team Dominica did 
not make it to the CAC Junior Championship due to rea-
sons beyond their control. However, Luan went on to the 
World Juniors Championship and ran a time of 24. 65 sec-
onds though this was not sufficient to take her on to the 
next round. A few weeks later she went on to represent 
Dominica in the women 200 meters at the London Olym-
pic Games and clocked a time of 24.12 seconds.  
According to Coach Nabi Wallace Luan Gabriel can be 
described as one who is, “Disciplined Dedicated and De-
voted to Excellence”. In 2012 she was ranked as the fastest 
200 meters U-17 female athlete in the Caribbean after 
having won gold at the Carifta Games in Bermuda. At the 
2012 and 2013 National Sports Awards Ceremony she re-
ceived the awards for most outstanding track & field fe-
male athlete, most outstanding youth female athlete and 
Sports Woman of the Year. She also copped the award for 
most promising youth athlete at the Youth Division Award 
Ceremony. In October 2012 Luan invited Mr. Billy Doc-
trove, retired International Elite Cricket Umpire and Good-
will Ambassador to be her Manager. He duly accepted her 
invitation which enabled the coaches to focus solely on 
her training and competition needs, while her manager 
took care of all other concerns.  
In 2013 Luan competed at the Falcon Games in Trinidad 
where she took gold in the U-18 girls 200 meters. She also 
represented Dominica at the Carifta Games in Bahamas 
and was able to make it into the finals for her first time as 
an under 20 athlete.  
At the games she met the qualifying standard for the 8th 
IAAF World Youth Championship which will be held in 
Ukraine this July. The Government of Dominica awarded 
Luan with a full scholarship all the way through her tertiary 
education, for her exemplary performances up to this 
point. 
Luan is striving to become Dominica’s first medalist on the 
Olympic mat and recognizes that for this to be possible 
she needs to raise the bar in training and competition. She 
is driven by the scripture text which states, “I can do all 
things through Christ who gives me strength”.  



GALLERY 

Independence  Mass 
Creole Day 2013—Dominica High Commission 

Send-Off for Leslassa 
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A Different Conner, Book Launch 

Photo accredited to JD Douglas 



GALLERY 

ALBA Photography Exhibition 

High Commissioner in Bradford 

Carib Direct Seminar 
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Join the High Commission’s electronic mailing list: 

Keep in touch with events and activities  

Send an email to:   info@dominicahighcommission.co.uk  

Dominica High Commission  

1 Collingham Gardens, Earls Court, London, SW5 0HW 

Tele: 20 7370 5194  

Fax: 020 7373 8743 

Email:  info@dominicahighcommission.co.uk   

Website:  www.dominicahighcommission.co.uk  

 

 

 

EEEVENTSVENTSVENTS   FORFORFOR   201420142014   
 

Diaspora Conference    date to be confirmed 
 
Independence Mass    26th October  
 
Jounen Kwéyòl  
    Dominica High Commission  31st October 
 
Independence Dinner/Dance  1st November 
 
Evensong 
   Westminster Abbey   date to be confirmed 
 
Commonwealth Countries League Fair 
Kensington Town Hall   8th November 
 

 

 

 

 

Glasgow  2014 Commonwealth Games 
 

Get ready to support Dominica’s athletes at the 
2014 Commonwealth Games in Glasgow.   

The Opening Ceremony of the Games will take 
place on 23rd July 2014 and information on 
Dominica’s athletes will be in a subsequent 

newsletter. 
 

Going for Gold 

mailto:info@dominicahighcommission.co.uk�
mailto:info@dominicahighcommission.co.uk�
http://www.dominicahighcommission.co.uk/?id_w=1�
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