
  

Dominica’s Baroness Patricia 

Scotland is Commonwealth 

Secretary General Designate  

On 27th November 2015, Baroness 

Patricia Scotland made history by 

being the first woman to be elected 

as Secretary General of the Com-

monwealth.   
 

With her unique outlook and expe-

riences, Baroness Scotland was en-

dorsed as the ideal candidate who 

would be able to relate to both the 

needs of the Commonwealth’s 32 

small island states and  the larger 

member countries. 
 

The issue of climate change is high 

on the agenda for the Secretary 

General Designate who sees the 

issue as  an “existential threat” to 

member states, including Dominica, 

which was recently devastated by 

Tropical Storm Erika. 
 

Baroness Scotland will take up of-

fice on 1st April 2016 when the in-

cumbent His Excellency Kamalesh 

Sharma demits office. 

Under the theme ‘Rebuilding Dominica Together’ Domi-

nica observed its 37th Anniversary of Independence on 3rd 

November 2015.  It was a subdued observance, as the 

country was coming to terms with the destruction caused 

by Tropical Strom Erika and Dominicans were still grieving 

for the lives which were lost. 

The Prime Minister, Honourable Roosevelt Skerrit, urged 

Dominicans to join together as the country undertakes the 

monumental task of rebuilding the Nature Island.  He ap-

pealed to Dominicans both at home and overseas to put all 

hands to the plough, and for each Dominican to play a part 

in the process of rebuilding and rehabilitation. 

The rehabilitation process will require an enormous amount 

of resources, and  may be long and arduous, but the gov-

ernment remains committed to the task and has resolved to 

‘build back better’.  Through employing improved technol-

ogies, methods and systems in all aspects of the rebuilding, 

Dominica’s infrastructure will be better able to withstand 

future storms and hurricanes. 

Rebuilding Dominica Together 
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MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY CHARLES A, SAVARIN, DAH 

PRESIDENT OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF DOMINICA  

 

Another year has elapsed since I last communicated, through this medium, 

with the Dominican community resident in the United Kingdom.  This is an 

occasion which, as President, I look forward to. 

 

Much has happened during 2015 to enhance the quality of life of our people 

here at home and much has happened internationally that will remain indeli-

bly imprinted in all of our minds, these include conflicts, pandemics such as 

Ebola and chickungunia, acts of terrorism and natural disasters. The  most 

disastrous of these which occurred at home over the period is the passage of Tropical Storm Erika which 

claimed so many lives and caused such devastation, that it will take us many years to overcome.  We express 

our sympathies to all those at home and abroad who were impacted by Tropical Storm Erika. 

 

I wish to take this opportunity, however, to highlight a very special occasion which brought great joy and pride 

to all Dominicans at home and abroad.  This transpired on the 27th day of November 2015 in Malta, when the 

Chairman of the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOHM) announced that the Right Honoura-

ble Baroness Patricia Scotland had received the overwhelming support of the meeting, and was therefore the 

new Secretary General Elect of the Commonwealth of Nations. 

 

I had had the privilege, as the Head of the Dominica Delegation, of presenting Baroness Scotland as Dominica's 

nominee, alongside Sir Ronald Sanders who was presented by the Prime Minister of Antigua and Mrs. Masire-

Mwamba who was presented by the President of Botswana. Also present in Malta, were the Minister for Foreign 

Affairs and former High Commissioner to the United Kingdom, the Honourable Francine Baron, and the current 

Acting High Commissioner Miss Janet Charles, both of whom had played a major role in lobbying support for 

the candidacy of Baroness Scotland over a period of more than one year.   

 

The meeting for the election of the Secretary General was held in closed session and only Heads of Delegations 

were present in the meeting  room. After a preliminary discussion of the process to be followed in the selection 

of the new Secretary General, ballot papers were distributed.  On the first ballot Sir Ronald Sanders got 13 

votes, Mrs. Masire-Mwamba got 17 votes and Baroness Scotland got 20 votes. There was a second ballot 

among the two leading candidates and Mrs Masire-Mwanda received 24 votes and Baroness Scotland got 26 

votes. A third ballot was held to confirm the results and Baroness Scotland got the overwhelming support of 

the meeting. 

 

Prime Minister Skerrit had been satisfied all along that our Dominican Candidate had a greater chance of secur-

ing the vital additional votes from outside the Caribbean than did the other candidate being put forward by our 

fellow OECS Member State, Antigua. There was also a third Caribbean Candidate who withdrew weeks before 

the Malta Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM). The results of the first ballot clearly 

demonstrated that we were right, that Prime Minister Roosevelt Skerrit was right.  

 

Now that the election is over, it is over! The African States have embraced the New Secretary General Elect; the 

Pacific States have embraced the New Secretary General Elect; the Indian Ocean States have embraced the Sec-

retary General Elect; Canada and the 3 European Member States that is the UK, Malta and Cyprus have em-

braced the Secretary General Elect; the Caribbean by an overwhelming majority have embraced the Secretary 

General Elect;  and now we, the Dominicans at home and here in the United Kingdom, must embrace the Secre-

tary General Elect as a distinguished Dominican woman who, against the odds, has pulled off a spectacular feat 

in becoming the first woman to be elected to the Office of Secretary General of the Commonwealth of Nations. 
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The Commonwealth has as its mandate the common values and goals as outlined in the Singapore Declaration 

of 1971 , these include the promotion of democracy, human rights, good governance, the rule of law, individual 

liberty, egalitarianism, free trade, multilateralism and world peace.  Additionally there are the challenges of sus-

tainable development, the challenges of climate change, the scourge of terrorism, domestic violence and the 

abuse of children and the elderly,  and the pressing questions of renewable energy  and the special problems 

confronting Small Island Developing States,( SIDS).  

 

The Commonwealth has been at the forefront of championing the interests of Small Island Developing States, 

as these States constitute more than half of the membership of the Commonwealth.  The Caribbean States 

therefore have a particular interest in ensuring that the Commonwealth Secretariat maintains that focus, as the 

OECS and Barbados are not only Small Island Developing States but among the smallest, having a land mass of 

under 400 square miles and a population of under 500,000. In 2013, the United Nations held the Third UN Con-

ference on SIDS in Apia, Samoa, to focus attention on the sustainable development of SIDS. The conference 

identified renewable energy and energy independence as one of the main platforms for the sustainable devel-

opment of Small Island States and established the SIDS/DOCK as the vehicle for achieving these goals.  

 

We, therefore, need to enlist the support of the Commonwealth in achieving the objectives of the Third UN 

Conference on SIDS, which, with our focus on geothermal energy development, meets both the objectives of 

the Commonwealth and the outcomes of the Third UN Conference on SIDS, as well as the conclusions of the 

recently concluded COP 21 in Paris, France. 

 

We are aware that having a Dominican at the head of an international organization does not mean that the 

agency becomes a Dominican agency any more than the United Nations is a South Korean organization, or PA-

HO or CARICOM are Dominican organizations, but in the words of Asa Banton, it is good to “Know people who 

know people"  and we know The Rt. Honourable Baroness Patricia Scotland, Secretary General Elect of the Com-

monwealth.   

 

To show our recognition and appreciation, the Government of Dominica renamed the Vieille Case Primary 

School “The Baroness Patricia Scotland Primary School,” and hosted a welcome ceremony and reception in hon-

our of Baroness Scotland at the State House on Monday, 14th December 2015.  Earlier, on Saturday, 12th De-

cember 2016, Baroness Scotland joined us at the State House grounds as the President’s Charities Foundation 

hosted a Christmas Party for over three hundred (300) primary school children from the communities worst af-

fected by Tropical Storm Erika.  

 

Thus, despite the various challenges that we faced in 2015, we have a lot to be thankful for.   The overwhelming 

response of our regional neighbours and the international community to the devastation caused by Tropical 

Storm Erika was heart warming. We therefore need more than ever before to work together at rebuilding our 

country and to look towards the future with renewed hope and thanksgiving, knowing that God is in control of 

His world and will always protect His children.                                       

 

I therefore wish to again express my thanks and appreciation for your continued support for the development 

of our country, and encourage you not waver in your trust in God and your love of country.   

 

My wife and family join me in extending to you  God’s continued blessings for a Bright and Prosperous New 

Year.  
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MESSAGE FROM  PRIME MINISTER, HONOURABLE ROOSEVELT SKERRIT 

 

I send you greetings as we continue to enjoy the peace and goodwill of the 

Christmas season. It is my prayer and wish for you that, that same peace and 

goodwill surround all your efforts as you chart a course of happiness for your 

family during the New Year. 
 

 

Christmas here at home was relatively quiet, as many families and individuals are 

still working at putting their lives and businesses back together after the dam-

age and destruction caused by the Tropical Storm Erika in August. However, government was able to bring relief 

and deliver much needed financial support to most of those who suffered loss due to the storm; many have report-

ed that this gesture helped to inject some joy into their Christmas and instilled hope in their hearts that all will be 

well. 

 

 

While we press on with our engagement with friendly governments, multilateral partners and others in the interna-

tional community to mobilise the resources we require to rebuild Dominica, we are giving high priority to securing 

a permanent housing solution to the displaced people of Petite Savanne and Dubique in particular. Most of our 

displaced families are lodged in guest houses and hotels paid for by government. 
 

 

We are on track to completing construction of fifty Petro Casa houses at Centre in Grand Bay to house the resi-

dents of Dubique by the end of the first quarter of 2016. Should the occupants of the houses require more living 

quarters in the future, there is adequate space within any one lot to allow for such expansion. 
 

 

As you know, Petite Savanne is a bigger community than Dubique and with much more residents. It has therefore 

taken a little more time to identify suitable lands for their relocation and to finalise arrangements with the land-

owners for the purpose of acquiring the land. A suitable location was found in Bellevue Chopin, the necessary stud-

ies have been done and an agreement has been reached with the owners. The surveys are currently in progress and 

we intend to commence construction as soon as these are completed. 
 

 

My friends, I have been deeply touched by the response of our development partners to our request for support in 

rebuilding Dominica. We got numerous pledges of support from the donors in attendance at this conference. Since 

then, teams have arrived from the People`s Republic of China to finalise and sign the contract for construction of 

the New Hospital; we expect to sign an agreement with another team from China for works on restoring the E. O. 

Leblanc Highway.  

 

We are also preparing the documents needed for drawing down on the £20 million pledged to Dominica by the 

U.K.  Prime Minister.   I can also share with you that comprehensive works are likely to commence in the Layou Val-

ley in the New Year. We expect to see the start of works on construction of a New York Valley bridge by the Chi-

nese. Extensive river defence and road works funded by the Caribbean Development Bank will also occur in the ar-

ea. 

 
 

In spite of the challenges and setbacks to our original plans for building a prosperous, peaceful and just Dominica, 

we can say that God has been good to us in 2015.   We face 2016 with a resurgence of hope and confidence that 

we will rebuild a better Dominica. 

 
 

I want to thank you for the overwhelming support that you have given following the damage and losses caused by 

the storm. I pray that God continues to bless your work and your families and ask for your support and encourage-

ment as together we continue the work of rebuilding Dominica. 

 
 

Do have a Happy New Year. 
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MESSAGE FROM MS JANET CHARLES ACTING HIGH COMMISIONER 
 

Fellow Nationals, greetings.  As we reflect on the challenges of the past year we 

thank God for bringing us through 2015.   Now is a good time to take a look 

back and reflect on our commitment to the tasks ahead, on achievements and to 

look forward to see what we still need to accomplish.  Our work at the High 

Commission continues to be one of commitment to the Government and people 

of Dominica.   
 

I would like to highlight the relief effort following Tropical Storm Erika and the 

selection by Heads of Government of Commonwealth countries of The Right 

Honourable Baroness Patricia Scotland as Secretary-General of the Commonwealth. On the latter we say thank 

you to Commonwealth Member States for reposing their faith in Dominica’s candidate for the position.  This is 

Dominica’s gift to the Commonwealth.  We are enormously proud to have offered a daughter of the soil, who 

has her roots firmly planted in Dominica as the first female Commonwealth Secretary General. 
 

Having worked on a wide range of activities, the entirety of our work at the High Commission may not be seen. 

There are a few particular moments through the year which I have been especially proud of what has been 

achieved by the staff and two of these come to the fore – the relief effort following Tropical Storm Erika and 

the support during the campaign for the selection of Dominica’s candidate for the post of Secretary General of 

the Commonwealth.  Over and over again, staff is doing much more than just a job. 
 

Response to the devastation caused by Tropical Storm Erika featured strongly in our work this year. It was an 

incredibly demanding time and I can proudly say that there was an immediate and overwhelming response 

from the Dominican community in the UK, and we thank you for your continued support of the work of re-

building our country.   
 

As at 29th February 2016 £82,579.55 have been raised and contributed through the Dominica High Commis-

sion.  This total has been achieved through the combined efforts of the DNDDF, The TS Erika Fundraising Com-

mittee and several of the Dominican Associations in the UK.  Many individuals have organised fundraising 

events across the UK.  Additionally, we have received donations from many churches and schools from across 

the UK, as well as various Caribbean Associations.  There was also an outpouring of tangible donations and the 

High Commission was able to coordinate the shipment of two containers to Dominica.   
 

Dominica remains grateful to all of you for your kindness and I want to assure every donor that all contribu-

tions channelled through the High Commission will go directly towards the rehabilitation of Dominica.  We are 

in communication with the authorities to identify a suitable project to which your contribution will be directed. 
 

On 3rd November 2015, Dominica observed its 37th Anniversary of Independence under the most apt theme of 

“Rebuilding Dominica Together”.  The country faces a long and difficult task of rebuilding, not only the phys-

ical infrastructure which was lost, but also many citizens of Dominica face the task of rebuilding their lives and 

livelihoods.    
 

We all want to assist and make our contribution to Dominica.  Let us then put the needs of Dominica at the 

forefront and in so doing, we must realise that our individual contributions will go further when we work in 

unison.   I therefore urge all the Dominican Associations in the United Kingdom to find ways of combining their 

efforts, so that their results can be multiplied and have a greater impact in Dominica.  I exhort us to be more 

tolerable of each other’s little foibles. 
 

Let us in the United Kingdom, be an example.  Together we achieve so much more.  We must stand united, and 

together we can rebuild Dominica. May God bless your many tasks, professions and vocations.   

In this time of global economic uncertainties, the outbreaks of diseases, international security concerns and 

climate change issues, we must dig deep to our source of power and resilience.  Through unity, we will weather 

these challenges.  We believe in you.  
 

Once again on behalf of the Government and people of Dominica we thank you for your support and assis-

tance to Dominica.  Best wishes for a magnificent year ahead.   
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_________________________________________  

 

CHRONOLOGY OF SOME  OF THE SALIENT DEVELOPMENTS SINCE TROPICAL STORM  

ERIKA HIT THE COMMONWEALTH OF DOMINICA ON 27 AUGUST 2015 

_____________________________________________________________  

 

 

27 August 2015 – Tropical Storm Erika causes 12 inches of rain to fall on the Commonwealth of Dominica in 6 

hours. There was severe flooding, landslides and widespread infrastructural damage that has put the Common-

wealth of Dominica back at least 20 years.  

 

30 August 2015 – Prime Minister of the Commonwealth of Dominica, Hon. Roosevelt Skerrit appoints The Rt. 

Hon Baroness Scotland of Asthal PC, QC as the International Coordinator of the Commonwealth of Dominica 

Relief Effort.  

 

31 August 2015 – Royal Fleet Auxiliary Lyme Bay is sent to Dominica to assist with the humanitarian relief ef-

fort. The UK Government also made a donation of £300,000 to the Commonwealth of Dominica.  

 

1 September 2015 – Meeting of UK Nationals at the Dominica High Commission in London.  

 

2 September 2015 – First meeting of the Tropical Storm Erika Relief Committee takes place; the Dominica 

Natural Disaster & Development Fund (“The DNDDF”) agrees to send £15,000.00 to the Dominica Red Cross.  

 

8 September 2015 – Appeal letter from the Dominica High Commission in London is sent to Nationals seek-

ing monetary donations, medical supplies, food and clothing to be dispatched to the Commonwealth of Domi-

nica.  

 

15 September 2015 – Gillian Joseph from Sky News interviews Baroness Scotland about the Tropical Storm 

Erika Relief Effort.  

 

16 September 2015 – Donations of food, clothes and medical supplies are collected from the Dominica High 

Commission to be placed on a 40 foot container and shipped to the Commonwealth of Dominica on 22 Sep-

tember 2015, to arrive on 6 October 2015, courtesy of RAM Shipping, Gee Shipping and Geest Line Ltd 

 

16 September 2015 – The Tropical Storm Erika Relief Committee and the Dominica High Commission agree to 

host a Charity Benefit Showcase Concert at Hammersmith Town Hall on 2 October 2015 to raise funds for 

Tropical Storm Erika.  

 

29 September 2015 - Prime Minister of the Commonwealth of Dominica, Hon. Roosevelt Skerrit announces 

that the cost to resettle displaced Dominicans will be over EC$91M. Over 890 homes have been destroyed or 

are uninhabitable.  

 

30 September 2015 – Second batch of donations of food, clothes and medical supplies are collected from the 

Dominica High Commission to be placed on a 40 foot container and shipped to the Commonwealth of Domi-

nica on 6 October 2015, to arrive on 20 October 2015, courtesy of RAM Shipping Gee Shipping and Geest Line 

Ltd 

 

2 October 2015 – Successful Charity Benefit Showcase Concert at Hammersmith Town Hall raised over 

£11,000.00 (gross).  The event was supported by the CARICOM High Commissioners in London. The Mighty 

Sparrow also performed live.  

 



7 

 

 

9 October 2015 – Page 1 of The Chronicle Newspaper features representatives of the DNDDF handing over 

the cheque for £15,000 to the Dominica Red Cross representatives in the Commonwealth of Dominica.  

 

3 November 2015 - Prime Minister of the Commonwealth of Dominica, Hon. Roosevelt Skerrit announces in 

his Address to the Nation on the occasion of the 37th Anniversary of Independence that out of a population 

of 72,340, 14 people died, 16 are missing, 574 are homeless and 1,034 were evacuated. Over 7,229 people 

have been impacted by Tropical Storm Erika in special disaster zones.  

 

29 November 2015 – The Tropical Storm Erika Committee in London presents a symbolic cheque to the Hon. 

Francine Baron, Minister of Foreign Affairs and CARICOM Affairs in the sum of £55,804.82 that represents the 

UK Diaspora’s efforts in raising funds for Tropical Storm Erika.  

 

9 December 2015 – Amount raised by the UK Diaspora, channelled through the High Commission, to date 

totals £77,123.54  

 
Contributed by Mr Darren J. Sylvester  

Deputy Chairman, The Dominica Overseas Nationals Association (D.O.N.A.)  

Member, Tropical Storm Erika Relief Committee 
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The Dominica High Commission wishes to express special thanks to the Companies, individuals, 

performers and contributors who gave their services, time and money for Dominica: 

THANK YOU 
TO YOU WHO GAVE YOUR TIME, TALENTS AND TREASURE TOWARDS THE SUCCESS OF THE FUNDRAISING SHOWCASE  

Onysha Collins 

Action PA 

Zulema & Nadia 

Crystal King 

Eddie Nestor 

Glenda Jaxson 

Neil Latchman 

Keith Waithe 

Sophia Mackay 

Audrey Scott 

Ras Charmer 

Shola Ama 

Nikisha Reyes 

Santiago 

The Mighty Sparrow 

DJ Smokey Joe 

Dona Quadrille Dancers 

Ivis Lawrence 

Keety General 

Soca Johnny 

Dj Smokey Joe 

DJ Vern 

Dj Mr Vybes 

Valley Fontaine 

Martin Jay 

Yvette Philbert 

Randolph Victors’s PRS  Printing (Bradford)  

Ochi Caribbean Takeaway 

Jewel Isle Rum Punch 

Pak Cosmetic 

Plantation Inn 

Dj Ninjaman “Club Zouk” Lloyd 

Sunshine & Nadiva with MLM Dancers 

The 3 Calypsonians” ~ Alexander de Great, Tobago 

Crusoe and Alberto 

Bohemian Entertainment UK 

Anchorage Hotel ,Whale Watch and Dive  

Centre, Dominica 

Brian Quaver Photography 

London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham 

London Borough of Harrow  

Yvette Philbert 

The DNDDF 

CARICOM High Commissions 

Dominica Overseas National Association 

Dominica Association of Secondary School Supporters  

Dominica Carib Association  

Waitukubuli Culture and Tourism Initiative  

Dominica Association of Bradford 

The Tropical Strom Erika Relief Committee 

The Jermaine Defoe Foundation  

Gee Shipping 

JP Ram Shipping 

Hipps Shipping 

Geest Line Limited 

Newmont Travel 

Darren Sylvester—Just Giving Page 

Sylvester Defoe—Go Fund Me page, ODAC 

Chantelle Azille, DA Bootcamp 

The Nigerian Catholic Chaplaincy  

Thora Shillingford and the St Scholastica Catholic 

Church, Clapton  

Essex Primary School, Eastham 

Friends of the Caribbean   

Leeward Islands Peoples Association, Manchester 

Wendy Williams and Friends, Aylesbury  

Barry and Beaupierre Family ,Oxford 

St. Barnabas Church, Northolt 

Dance for Dominica, Nottingham 

Blessed Community Church , Ealing  

Caribbean Funeral Services 

Scotten Norlay Company Ltd 

Roman Catholic Church, Southwark 

St Anthony’s Church , Forest Gate 

St Anthony's Church. Farnham Royal 

African Caribbean Cricket Association 

West Indian Families and Friends Association 

Church of God World  Fellowship 

Grenada Voluntary Hospital Committee 

Most Sacred Heart Ruislip Jubilee Trust   

Acton High School 

English Martyrs  Church, Wembley Park 

Hobbayne Primary School 

Friends of the Caribbean Association  

 Action Hill Methodist Church  

New Testament Church of God 

St Mary, Help of Christian Church , Coulson 

 Medicines and Healthcare Product Regulatory Agency   

Dominican nationals serving in British Forces, Germany 
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On Saturday 2nd October 2015, Dominicans and sup-

porters of Dominica gathered at the Hammersmith 

Town Hall in London, for a spectacular benefit show to 

raise funds for Dominica.   
 

There was a wide variety of performances in many 

genres including jazz, R&B, reggae, soul and comedy.  

Dominica’s cultural dance took centre stage in an ex-

ceptional performance from the DONA Quadrille 

Dancers.   
 

Another highlight of the evening was an enthralling 

performance by the super star calypsonian, The 

Mighty Sparrow.  The world renowned calypsonian 

delivered his  usual vivacious performance and the 

crowd were soon singing along to his melodious 

tunes. 
 

The Showcase was supported by the CARICOM High 

Commissioners in London, as well as the Council of the 

London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham.  The 

legendary former West Indian Cricketer, Sir Clive Lloyd, 

was also in attendance. 
 

In her address to the gathering, Ms Janet Charles, Act-

ing High Commissioner thanked all the Dominican As-

sociations in the UK and all the organisers and volun-

teers whose hard work ensured the success of the 

event.   
 

Ms Charles reiterated that Dominica faces a long road 

towards rehabilitation and called on the continued 

support of Dominicans, friends of Dominica, and the 

international community in the vital process of re-

building .  The event raised over £11,000.00 which is 

included in the grand total which the High Commis-

sion will transfer to the Government of Dominica. 
 

The High Commission is grateful to all the performers 

and contributors who gave their talents and services 

pro bono for Dominica. 

 

SHOWCASE BENEFIT RAISES OVER £8,000 FOR DOMINICA 

CARICOM High Commissioners and representative with The Mighty Sparrow 

Section of the Crowd The DONA Quadrille Dancers  

The Mighty Sparrow serenading the crowd  
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DOMINICAN DIASPORA FUNDRAISING EFFORTS—HANDING OVER OF SYMBOLIC CHEQUE TO GOVERNMENT  

 

On Sunday 29th November 2015, the High Commission hosted a handing 

over event, where the monies donated through the High Commission was 

symbolically handed over to the Government.  This event was held in the 

presence of the Honourable Francine Baron, Minister of Foreign Affairs of 

Dominica and Mr Colin Piper, Director of the Discover Dominica Authority. 

 

The High Commission formally recognised the efforts of the Dominica Nat-

ural Disaster and Development Fund (DNDDF), all the Dominican Associa-

tions in the UK and the Tropical Storm Erika Relief Committee for their ef-

forts and commitment in raising funds for Dominica in this time of need.   

 

Mr Colin Piper addressed the gathering and reiterated that Dominica was 

open for business.  Mr Piper issued an appeal for Dominicans to encourage 

their relatives, friends, colleagues and acquaintances to visit Dominica.    He 

informed the gathering that his office was actively undertaking a marketing 

campaign to encourage tourists to visit Dominica. 

 

The Honourable Minister gave an update on the relief and rehabilitation 

and highlighted the status of works regarding infrastructure, housing and 

resettlement , Private Sector and international aid.   

 

The Honourable Minister expressed her appreciation to the Dominican community in the United Kingdom stating 

‘’I wish to use this opportunity to express our heartfelt gratitude to the individuals, groups, and organizations in 

the United Kingdom and the wider European diaspora who have shown support in several ways after the storm. 

To those of you who canvassed for, collected, and shipped relief supplies and those of you who organized fund-

raising activities and solicited donations for Dominica I say a hearty thank you. Your activity and efforts, particu-

larly on social media helped to spread the word about the impact of the storm on Dominica, aiding in the inter-

national relief effort, and on behalf of the Honourable Prime Minister, the Government and people at home  I 

thank you.’’ 

 

At the event, the Honourable Minister was also presented with a certificate of appreciation for her support and 

encouragement over the past two years for the Waitukubuli Culture and Tourism Initiative. 

 

Members of the Tropical Storm Erika Relief Committee with Honourable Francine Baron   Honourable Francine Baron  

    Honourable Francine Baron receiving certificate 

of appreciation from Mr Joshua Moses  of the 

Waitukubuli Culture and Tourism Initiative 
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Following widespread devastation of Dominica in the wake of Tropical Storm Erika, Ms Janet Charles, Acting High 

Commissioner invited all the Dominican Associations, and together with the wider Dominican community in the 

UK to a meeting to discuss a joint relief effort.  The meeting took place on Tuesday 1st September 2015 at the 

Dominica High Commission.  There was a tremendous outpouring of goodwill, and donations which included 

clothing, foodstuff, kitchen utensils, school supplies and toiletries.  The High Commission facilitated the shipment 

of two containers of supplies to Dominica, and circulated information for those wishing to make a direct financial 

contribution. 

 

Sweet Treat to Raise Funds 

 

 

Cake sale organised by the Doctors and Administrators of the Medicines and Healthcare 

Product Regulatory Agency  (MHRA) raised £464.00 

Sorting and Parking items for Shipment to Dominica 

Relief Effort in Pictures 
The Dominican Community in the United Kingdom gives aid to Dominica  

Ms Charles receiving cheque from MHRA 
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Awaiting photos 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friends of the Caribbean  Makes Donation  

Relief Effort in Pictures 
Continued …. 

School Children Raise Money for Dominica  

Essex Primary School  in East London raises £1920.500 for Dominica  and invited the Acting High Commissioner to receive  donation  

Friends of the Caribbean hosts their annual charity ball in Milton 

Keynes and makes a donation of £600.00 to Dominica  

Walk-A-Thon for Dominica   

organised by Grand Bay (UK) Dominica Alliance 

Peter and Christine Wood raised £900.00 by participating in a Walk-A-Thon  

in the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park , Stratford 
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Awaiting photos 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Relief Effort in Pictures 
Continued …. 

Churches  give a helping hand  

Acting High Commissioner attended a church service at the New Testa-

ment Church in Willesden .  A collection  of £1,607.64  was taken for Dom-

inica  

Church in Slough held special service for Dominica where a collection 

of £411.38 was taken  

Cake Sale at  School  

Freya Barry of Oxford, organised a cake sale at her school. Freya, of Do-

minican heritage baked most of the cakes herself and raised over £100.00. 

The Acton Hill Gospel Chorale of the Acton Hill Methodist and United 

Reform Church put on a event which raised £600.00 for Dominica  
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Awaiting photos 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Relief Effort in Pictures 
Continued …. 

Caribbean Staff of Commonwealth Secretariat  Donates  to Schools  

Deputy Secretary General of the Commonwealth, Trinidadian Deodat Majaraj and Caribbean 

Staff at the Secretariat made personal contributions to purchase school supplies for Dominica  

Donation being delivered to the High Commission 

by Commonwealth Staff 

Fitness and Fun—DA Boot Camp 

DA Boot Camp organised by Ms Chantelle Azille 

contributes to the fundraising efforts 

Dominicans in  Oxford at fundraising event 

The Beaupierre and Barry Families of Oxford organised a church service 

and Gala dinner  where £241.46 and £2200 were raised and presented   

to the High Commission  
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THE WAITUKUBULI CULTURE AND TOURISM INITIATIVE STAGES ANNUAL PARADE OF CREOLE FASHION  

 

The Waitukubuli Culture and Tourism Initiative held its signature annual event the Parade of Creole Fashion on 

3rd October 2015 at Trinity at Bowes (TaB) Methodist Church, Palmers Green, London N22. The group intro-

duced its audience to two additional aspects of Dominica culture, namely the Miss Wob Dwiyet and the Ti Mat-

ador, two cultural pageants held yearly on the island of Dominica 

during the creole month (October) celebrations, leading to Inde-

pendence Day on 03 November. The show included a contest 

amongst six beautiful young ladies (16 – 25 years), and seven 

children under 12 years old in the respective categories. 

  

The event was held under the patronage of Dominica’s Acting 

High Commissioner, Miss Janet Charles. The event was support-

ed by the accompanying acts: DJ Vibes, along with guest perfor-

mances by Soca Johnny, Caribbean Quadrille Dances, DONA 

Quadrille Dancer, Pia Morris and Jane Grell.  

 

The organisation also presented certificates to participants of its 

Summer Training Camp as well as certificates of appreciation 

for ongoing support to the objectives of the initiative to two el-

ders, Mrs Patsy Scott and Ms Ophelia Jules, as well as the Office 

of the Dominica High Commission.  

 

The night ended with a call to action by the founder Dr Violet 

Cuffy, encouraging attendees to support to the continued work 

of the Initiative and for signing up their young persons to the 

membership of the organisation.  

 

Members of the Initiative are Violet Cuffy, Esther Fadelle Morris, 

Chair; Brenda Mark-Osbourne, Secretary; Jeziah Smith-Toney, 

Treasurer; Joshua Moses, Promotions and Dorothy Joseph. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss Wob Dwiyet, Makeda Warrington  

 

First place, Alisa Samuel Second Place, Ndiwe Rocque  
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The Waitukubuli Culture and Tourism Initiative Parade of Creole Fashion  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Waitukubuli Culture & Tourism Initiative Calendar of Events 2016 

 

Youth Cultural workshops  - April - September  

Youth Summer Camp   - June/July  

Miss Wob & Ti Matador  - 1st October  

Christmas Children's Party - December 

Other participants were: Zindzi Drayton; Sharmay Mitchell and Jennifer Laurent for Miss Wob 

Participants of the Ti Matador pageant  
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Dominica participates in the 2015 Commonwealth Countries League (CCL) Fair 

The annual spectacular which is the CCL Fair took place at the Ken-

sington Town Hall on Saturday 7th November 2015.  This is a col-

ourful and vibrant community event, which raises funds for the 

education of underprivileged girls in Commonwealth Countries.   

The Fair is organised by the CCL Education Fund, which is also the 

body which administers the sponsorships. 

 

The cultural richness and diversity of the Commonwealth was evi-

dent through the myriad of food and crafts stalls.  Patrons were 

able to sample a wide variety of foods including curries, pancakes, 

rice and peas, and patties.  The wonderful experience continued 

with the cultural performances on stage in the main hall.  Other 

activities included face painting for children, express massage 

treatments and reflexology.     

 

Once again, the Dominican stall offered unique items such as 

homemade pepper sauce, sorrel juice, rum punch and Dominica 

crafts.  The 2015 Fair took place just two months after Dominica 

suffered the devastation of Tropical Storm Erika.    

 

It was a difficult time for all Dominicans, and the High Commission 

is thankful to all the individuals who assisted in the preparations 

for the stall, by donating the Dominica treats and drinks, and to all 

those who gave up their time to volunteer on the stall.    Dominica 

donated a net amount of over £500.00 to CCL. 

 

The next Commonwealth Fair takes place on Saturday 12 Novem-

ber 2016 and the Dominica High Commission thanks all those within our community who support this Common-

wealth initiative.  Below are excerpts from letters received by the CCL from its sponsored students: 

 

 “I have passed a tough childhood as an orphan and that is why I need to work hard and get a good job” Leonida , 

age 13 

  

“ this (CCLEF sponsorship) is a miracle as I have been wondering how my education would be..” Elizabeth, age 15 

  

“...my dream to become a doctor can come true with your sponsorship”. Cashionela, age 14 
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Kellyn George and Tina Alfred—Commonwealth Young Leaders 2015 and 2016 
 

 In July 2015, Dominica’s Kellyn George was among the first 

60  recipients of the Queen’s Young Leaders Awards; a pro-

gramme to commemorate the 60th anniversary of the Queen 

as Head of the Commonwealth.  This programme recognises 

the exemplary work and leadership qualities of young per-

sons from around the Commonwealth who are making a 

positive contribution in their communities. 

 

Awardees undertake a one week residential visit to the Unit-

ed Kingdom which include a reception at Buckingham Palace 

where awards are presented by the Queen, a visit to meet 

the UK Prime Minister at 10 Downing Street and a two day 

stay at Cambridge University. 

 

Ms Janet Charles, Acting High Commissioner attended the 

reception at the Palace when Ms George received her award 

and also hosted a small reception at the Dominica High 

Commission in honour of Ms George. 

 

Ms George was born with sickle cell anaemia and her experi-

ences inspired her to establish The Sickle Cell Cares Founda-

tion to raise awareness and to offer support to others with 

the condition. 

 

In December 2015 the Queen’s Trust announced the winners 

for the 2016 awards and the Dominica High Commission is 

pleased that yet another young Dominica, Ms Tina Alfred, 

has been selected as one of the 2016 awardees. 

 

Ms Alfred works with the victim support programme at Life-

line Ministries in Dominica and supports teenagers who have 

experienced gender-based violence. She is also a member of 

the Dominica National Council of Women, where she  works 

with women groups in Dominica promoting the mandatory 

reporting of sexual offences.  She was also instrumental in 

the launch of the Coalition for the Protection of Children. 

 

In 2015 she was awarded a scholarship to attend the Univer-

sity of the West Indies, where she produced a research pro-

ject justifying the need for a Family Court in Dominica. 

 

Ms Alfred will be in London later this year to personally re-

ceive her award from the Queen.  She will also undertake the 

one week residential and be given the opportunity to en-

gage with other awardees and key persons in the UK.  While 

the award does not have a direct cash value to the awardees, 

its provides an invaluable network of peers and mentors to the selected young persons.   

 

Ms Janet Charles, Acting High Commissioner has expressed her pride in these two young Dominican ladies for 

their hard work and for the inspirational stories.  Ms Charles looks forward to personally congratulating Ms Al-

fred when she comes to London to receive her award. 

 

Tina Alfred, 2016 Awardee 

Kellyne George, 2015 Awardee received award from the Queen  
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Clara and George St Paul Recognised for their Contribution to Dominica  

Mrs Clara St. Paul and Mr George St. Paul for the second consecutive 

year were the guests of The Caribbean Peoples Foundation (CPF), at 

the association’s annual charity dinner. 

The CPF founded in 2014 has the support of the High Commissioner 

of Dominica and the High Commissioner of St. Vincent and the Gren-

adines. The CPF provides support for nationals in the Caribbean in 

time of disaster, as in the case of Dominica which suffered devasta-

tion in the tropical storm of 2015. 

The CPF, based in High Wycombe works closely with the community 

and is involved with local initiatives. With this objective in mind, CPF 

has formed partnerships with Bucks New University and Tesco. CPF 

believes that it will gain recognition through community collabora-

tion and engagement. 

At the annual dinner held on 12th December 2015 Mr and Mrs St Paul 

were the proud recipients of an award for their contribution to the Dominican community.  

 Contributed by Mrs Clara St Paul 

Twinning Association Strengthens International Partnerships 

A buzz has been created in the Waltham Forest area of east London.  Since the 15th anniversary celebration in 

April 2014 the Waltham Forest, Antigua & Barbuda and Dominica Twinning Association has been busy developing 

its Links and Partnerships programmes. Here is a taste of what they have been up to. 

 

Schools’ partnerships & Delegation trip—The Twinning Association has been reviving its Youth and Education 

programme. The programme has been received with much enthusiasm by the local schools and several have now 

been linked with schools in Dominica under the Twinning Association’s School2Schools programme. The aim of 

the programme, which will be extended to Antigua & Barbuda, is to offer opportunities for young people and 

teachers from the linked schools to participate in and understand cultural and educational experiences to improve 

their life skills and for the linked schools to communicate with their partner school and get to know about each 

other, while gaining mutual benefits from the partnership.   In February 2016 a delegation team of four will be vis-

iting Antigua & Barbuda, Dominica and Barbados to further strengthen the programme. 

 

TS Erika: Disaster relief Fundraising Show & Dance—In support of the disaster relief effort the Twinning Asso-

ciation will be staging a show and dance on Friday 11th March 2016 at Chingford Assembly Hall, London E4 7EN. 

Doors open at 7.00pm. Show starts at 7.30pm. Entertainment will be provided by a superb collection of local and 

international artists and it’s for EVERYONE. Ticket prices are: in advance £12 (Adults - including a raffle ticket), £5 

under 16years; at the door £15. 

 

If you have connections with any of the twinned areas, are interested in using your skills to further the work of the 

Association or to find out more about its work then please get in touch. The next general meeting is at 8pm on 

Thursday 28th February 2016. 

For more information please contact Ms Mervin Caesar-John, Public Relations Officer on 07732 332 814 or email 

wftwinningassociation@gmail.com.  
             Contributed by Ms Mervin Ceasar-John  
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NOTES ON THE CREOLE MOVEMENT IN DOMINICA 
By Gregory Rabess, Coordinator, Konmite Pou Etid Kweyol (KEK) 

 

BACKGROUND TO JOUNE KWEYOL 

The Creation of KEK 
The 1980s ushered in a new phase in the struggle to define and develop a national 
identity. Dominica was now an independent nation, having formally gained such 
status on November 3, 1978. In June 1980, stimulated by the work of the budding 
creole movement in St.Lucia, Guadeloupe and Martinique, the Division of Culture 
of the Government of Dominica invited a group of young creole activists, function-
aries and teachers to form the Standing Committee for Creole Studies/Konmite pou Etid Kweyol (KEK).   
 

Since then, KEK in partnership with the Cultural Division has promoted research on the French creole language, dis-
pensed with the name patois in favour of Kwéyòl, adopted a standard Kwéyòl orthography, implemented Kwéyòl literacy 
programmes and produced a body of Kwéyòl literature including a Kwéyòl Dictionary, kwéyòl newspapers, books on rid-
dles, proverbs and popular expressions.  Other actions included the establishment of Jounen Kwéyòl (Creole Day), Si-
menn Kwéyòl (Creole Week), Jounen Eritaj (Heritage Day), the development of creole pageants (Miss Wob Dwiyet, Mad-
am Wob Dwiyet), the promotion of creole fashion, national creole wear, public art and decor, creole cuisine, herbal prod-
ucts, craft, jing ping music and creole music festivals, notably the World Creole Music Festival.   
 

More recently KEK participated in the organization of a regional symposium to mark the 30th anniversary of International 
Creole Day. That symposium held on October 22-24, 2013 in Dominica brought together one hundred persons repre-
senting government institutions, mayors, academics, students, cultural activists and professionals from Haiti, Martinique, 
Guadeloupe, Dominica and St. Lucia. KEK is currently developing a Kweyol language curriculum for schools and a new 
Kweyol Dictionary. 
 

Brand Kweyol 
Against this backdrop, creole and all its trappings have now become the hallmark of Dominica’s national identity. Creole 
has achieved brand status in Dominica. The creole brand has been appropriated and milked to the maximum; Jounen 
Kwéyòl, Simenn Kwéyòl, World Creole Music Festival, Creole in the Park, Creole Bòd Lanmè and the list goes on. Such 
creole-based celebrations and actions have become both institutionalized and popular.  These have become the estab-
lished and entrenched norm especially during the so-called ‘creole season’, the period September-October. All these ac-
tions reflect a new national and cultural consciousness and identity.  
 

REGIONAL COOPERATION 
The emergence and growth of the creole movement entailed networking strategies at the regional level be it in the Car-
ibbean or in the Indian Ocean region. A key element of this was the development of bilateral and multilateral coopera-
tion with universities and other tertiary or specialized institutions. 
 

Creole activists and academics at the Université Antilles-Guyane established a forum called in the 1980s. GEREC provided 
a forum and framework for reflection on philosophical and theoretical issues as well as the development of practical ac-
tions such as the development of a standard Kweyol orthography used in the Eastern Caribbean, the development of cre-
ole studies and language courses, curricula and teacher certification.  
 

In this context, Creolité as a philosophical concept emerged. Creolité was developed by Martiniquan writers and academ-
ics such as Patrick Chamoiseau and Rafael Confiant among others in an effort to define creole identity and philosophy 
and provide an ideological and philosophical basis for the creole movement.  Creolité is now recognized and accepted as 
an important concept in creole language, identity and cultural studies alongside concepts such as Negritude and is the 
focus of much academic debate and contestation. 
 

More recently, the UWI Department of Linguistics, which has been engaged in research and documentation on Anglo-
phone Caribbean creole languages for many years, is now broadening its remit and is linking into other Caribbean creole 
language development efforts.  This Department recently spearheaded the development of a Charter on Language Policy 
and Language Rights of the Creole-Speaking Caribbean. 
 

The Creole Symposium held in Dominica in 2013 promises to usher in a new period of regional and international coopera-
tion among countries of the creole community of nations. 
 

Continued from Part 1 of ‘Background to Joune Kweyol’ which was published in the previous edition of the Newsletter 
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PROFILE OF DOMINICAN ASSOCIATIONS IN THE UNITED  KINGDOM  

Dominica Association of Bradford 

History—The Dominica Association of Bradford was established in August 1979 in response to the Hurricane Da-

vid disaster to rally the Dominican community in Bradford to help provide needy support and assistance for the 

island.  Originally based at Halfiield Road the move to Worthington Street became necessary as its membership 

grew, currently it stands at 130. Here it continued to develop and provide cultural, social and welfare facilities for 

the Dominican community. 
 

Organisation Structure—The Association is a constituted unincorporated association and is run by a manage-

ment committee representing all its members and the Centre Manager. There are 2 Holding Trustees who are 

responsible for the property deeds and approximately 6 regular volunteers who provide assistance with various 

Association activities. 
 

The management committee meet the second Wednesday in every calendar month and the AGM is held in April. 

Its financial year runs January to December and the accounts are independently examined annually. 
 

The key aims of the Association are:- 

 To facilitate various projects that allows for educational, cultural, economical and community development 

for the Association’s service users and wider community. 

 To provide appropriate facilities and resources for the Dominican and African Caribbean community, to en-

sure that they can sustain a cultural presence within Bradford. 

 To facilitate annual cultural and social activities towards building community confidence among African 

Caribbean’s in Bradford. 

 To build cooperative links with other African Caribbean organisations and to collaborate on community 

building projects as appropriate. 
 

Current Projects and Services 

Senior Citizens Day Care Service: The service runs on Wednesdays and Thursdays and has a healthy attendance 

of approximately 45 registered users. Managed by a project coordinator, various gentle exercise and mentally 

stimulating activities are provided along with a subsidised lunch. A door to door transport service is also provid-

ed.  
 

Social Enterprise: The Association has a bar on the ground floor of the premises and is open at the weekends for 

social gathering and entertainment. A domino team operates at the Association and makes good links with other 

Dominican organisations around England in particular London, Nottingham, Birmingham, Sheffield and Preston. 
 

Future Development 

It is the Association’s intention to develop and progress a variety of projects for young people that will cover ed-

ucational, cultural awareness and artistic activities. A questionnaire has been developed that will be distributed to 

the community to gauge interest. 
 

The Dominica Bradford Association is also developing a project to look at refurbishing the premises to make the 

Association more appealing to visitors and ensure that appropriate facilities are provided. 

 

Executive Committee  Name      Email Address 

Chairman    Colum Sheridan-Small   colum156@sky.com 

Secretary     Louisa Jean-Pierre   Louteejoe@aol.com 

Treasurer     Fenella Downs     downs.fenella@gmail.com 

Centre Manager    Ethelbert Titre  

Committee Members:  Ken Griffith     griffith912@btinternet.co.uk 

     Phillip Celaire     phcelaire@talktalk.net  

  Rosmary Cooke     lokiah41@hotmail.com 

  Earl Phillip      earlphillip@hotmail.co.uk 

  Sonia Phillip     soniaphillip59@hotmail.co.uk 



22 

Dominica Association of Bradford: Street Party – In Pictures 

Submitted by  Mr Colum Sheridan-Small 
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Effective from May 2015, Dominican nationals 

were able to travel to Schengen member 

states without a visa.   The agreement was 

signed in Brussels by the Minister of Foreign 

Affairs of Dominica, Honourable Francine 

Baron. 

 

Under this historic agreement, Dominicans 

can visit the Schengen countries for up to 90 

days within a 180-day period without a visa.  

However, a visa will still be required for trav-

elling for the purpose of carrying out paid 

activities. 

 

This agreement comes after a lengthy period 

of talks between Caribbean countries and the 

Schengen states.  The visa waiver was also 

granted to nationals from St. Lucia, Grenada, 

St. Vincent and the Grenadines and Trinidad & 

Tobago.   

 

The Government of Dominica welcomes this agreement, as it signifies the continuing and strengthening of the 

relationship between the two regions.   

 

The List of Schengen countries that allow visa-free access are as follows: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cy-

prus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Italy, Latvia, Liech-

tenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, 

Spain, Sweden, and Switzerland. 

 

Online Submission for Dominican Birth, Death and Marriage Certificates  
 

The Registry Department in Dominica has launched a new online facil-

ity for processing the request for  Dominican  birth, death and mar-

riage certificates.  Application forms can now be submitted directly to 

the Registry Department through the website www.dominica.gov.dm  

 

This facility will have significant advantage for those living outside of 

Dominica who wish to obtain copies of their record. 

 

For further information on obtaining records and for the procedure 

regarding corrections or amendments of records, please contact: 

 

Registry Division, Dame Eugenia Charles Boulevard, Roseau, Dominica   

Telephone:  001 767 266 3410 or 3388  

Email: registry@dominica.gov.dm   

 

Or The Information and Communication Technology Unit on Telephone: 001 767 266 5241 

 

 

Visa Free Travel for Dominican Nationals to Schengen Member States  

             Honourable Francine Baron signing visa waiver agreement  

http://dominica.gov.dm/images/app_birth_death_marriage.jpg
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Dominica Acceded to Caribbean Court of Justice (CCJ) 
 

In a ceremony held at the State House in Roseau, 

Dominica officially acceded to the Caribbean 

Court of Justice on Friday the 6th March 2015.  

This marked Dominica’s accession to the appellate 

jurisdiction of the Caribbean Court of Justice re-

placing the London-based Privy Council.  The 

event was attended by dignitaries from Dominica 

and from across the Caribbean.  The President of 

the Caribbean Court of Justice, The Right Honour-

able Sir Charles Michael Dennis Byron, officially 

welcomed and congratulated Dominica on its ac-

cession to the Appellate Jurisdiction of the CCJ. 

 

In his address, the Prime Minister, Honourable 

Roosevelt Skerrit stated ‘’We build today on the two earlier steps; our political independence and our determi-

nation that our Head of State must be a citizen of our fair land.   Let me remind you that we started this process 

with our request of the British Government for a “no objection“, to delink from the Privy Council, as Dominica`s 

final appellate court. Having received this favourable response in January 2014, we avoided the need to proceed 

by way of a Referendum.  The way was open to introduce a motion in Parliament for amending the Constitution, 

to recognize the Caribbean Court of Justice, as our final Appellate Court. To secure this outcome, we needed the 

support of three quarters of the elected members of Parliament.  This was achieved on Tuesday July 1, 2014’’. 

 

The feature speaker Dr. Francis Alexis who currently heads Grenada`s Constitution Reform Committee hailed 

Dominica accession to the CCJ as a ’momentous milestone’  of which Dominicans can be proud. 
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Commonwealth Day  Celebration 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
On Monday 9th March 2015 Commonwealth Day was observed under the theme ‘’A Young Commonwealth’’.  

Acting High Commissioner Ms Janet Charles represented the Commonwealth of Dominica at the Service of Ob-

servation which was held at Westminster Abbey in the presence of Her Majesty The Queen and other members 

of the Royal Family.  The annual service brings together representative from all 53 member states of the Com-

monwealth.   

 

An important aspect of the service is the procession of national flags, where a young person from each country 

is invited to carry his or her country’s national flag.  This year, the Dominican flag was carried by Mr Benjamin 

Jean Jacques.  Mr Jean Jacques is of Dominican heritage whose grandparents are from the villages of Wotten 

Waven and Victoria, Delices is studying Mechanical Engineering at Uxbridge college. 

 

 

Commonwealth Flag Bearers Acting High Commissioner with 

Mr Benjamin Jean Jacques  

Procession of Flags  Duke and Duchess of Cambridge  
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Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) Malta, 2015 

The Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting 

(CHOGM) was held from 27
th

 to 29
th

 November in Malta, 

bringing together leaders from 53 Commonwealth coun-

tries.  In attendance at this biannual event were Her Maj-

esty Queen Elizabeth II and other members of the Royal 

Family.  

The official opening was held on 27
th

 November and in-

cluded speeches from the Prime Minister of Malta, the 

Commonwealth Secretary General, Her Majesty the 

Queen among others. 

The meeting was of great im-

portance and significance to 

Dominica because for the first 

time, Dominica presented a can-

didate for the post of Secretary-

General, The Rt Honourable Bar-

oness Patricia Scotland, which 

turned out to be the first time a 

woman was ever presented for 

the post.  Although Dominica is 

among the smallest countries of 

the Commonwealth, we were not 

daunted by our size.  In her ad-

dress at the Opening Ceremony, 

Her Majesty’s speech echoed 

that …”the Commonwealth’s 

Small States constitutes more 

than half of its membership and 

these sovereign countries have an equal voice in the councils of the Commonwealth…, with its long 

history of resilience and courage in the face of adversity.  She went on to State that Malta is a remind-

er that a nation’s size is no measure of the moral strength of its people or its willingness to play a full 

part in the global agenda.” 

The President of Dominica His Excellency Charles A. Savarin headed Dominica’s delegation to CHOGM 

and was  accompanied by his wife Mrs Clara Savarin.  Other members of the delegation comprised the 

Minister of Foreign Affairs and CARICOM Affairs, Honourable Francine Baron, Ms Janet Charles, Acting 

High Commissioner and the Right Honourable Baroness  Patricia Scotland.    

His Excellency Charles Savarin with delegations  

His Excellency Charles Savarin with Dominica’s delegation to CHOGM 
Aide de Camp to His Excellency Inspector Paul Laville, Acting High Commission-
er Ms Janet Charles, Baroness Patricia Scotland and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
Honourable Francine Baron  
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CHOGM 2015 

Commonwealth Secretary-General His Excellency Kamalesh Shar-

ma addressing the Commonwealth Women’s Forum 
His Excellency Charles Savarin arriving at the main Conference 

venue  

Commonwealth Heads of Government With Her Majesty The Queen  
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DUKA’s Mass Domnik Carnival band brings Dominican Mas to the UK 
 

"DOMINICA IN YOUR FACE" was the DU-

KA Mas Domnik UK Carnival Band theme 

for 2015.  It was an exposition of the 

main colours of flora, fauna and wild-

life found on the Nature Island.  

 

• The feathered Princess Costumes repre-

sented fantasy in flight of Dominica’s Na-

tional Bird the Sisserou Parrot and other 

beautiful species.   

 

• The “Wonder Women” represented the 

strength, resourcefulness and leader-

ship role of Dominican women in all as-

pects of Island and international life as 

well as a salute to Baroness Scotland. 

 

• The “DWIYET Madras” section is pre-

sented in honour of Rachel Henderson (D. 

2015), who graced the Lon-

don Notting Hill Carnival for many dec-

ades.  

 

• The “SENSAY” monster and  silken Bann 

Move’ costumes were a reminder 

of the African origins and folk-

lore preserved by Mas Domnik UK. 

• The theme song  performed by DE HUNTER, Dominica’s multi-

Monarch and Music Ambassador, who also took part in the As-

sociation of British Calypsonians' London Calypso Tent (Chaired 

by Vincent M John, the first non-Trinidadian to hold that posi-

tion) and the World Music Stage. 

 

The High Commission congratulates DUKA Mas Domnik UK 

Carnival Band for securing 4th place in the Notting Hill Carnival 

parade of 2015.  Best wishes for 2016 and thank you for proudly 

promoting Dominican culture in the UK. 

 

 

A prototype of one of DUKA Mas Domnik 

Goes "Amazonia" costumes for the 

Notting Hill Carnival 2016  
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COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY-GENERAL DESIGNATE 

The Rt Hon Patricia Janet Scotland QC 

Her Vision for the Future of the Commonwealth  

Patricia Scotland’s dual work experience in the Car-

ibbean and in the United Kingdom in representing 

both the needs of the small and vulnerable member 

states as well as the concerns of its more developed 

members, has helped her to appreciate the true val-

ue of the Commonwealth as a unifying and compel-

ling force for good in an increasingly complex global 

environment.  

She recognizes that the Commonwealth’s strength 

has always been in its extraordinary ability to forge 

consensus and cooperation among countries large 

and small, developed and developing, and among 

people of diverse histories, cultures, ethnicities and 

beliefs. The common colonial experience has been 

the platform for the building of a unique family of 

nations who seek to promote growth and prosperity 

through genuine partnership.  

Patricia Scotland is convinced that these core 

strengths and shared commitments are more relevant 

than ever to member states as their societies struggle 

with the unprecedented global challenges of a turbu-

lent and volatile international economy and the dra-

matic escalation of debt, inequality and unemploy-

ment, coupled with the growing threats of climate 

change, transnational crime and global insecurity, 

inter alia.  

If entrusted with the position of Secretary General, 

she will immediately seek to build consensus around 

a shared vision for a revitalized Commonwealth, sup-

ported by vibrant and responsive institutions and ef-

ficient and cost-effective programmes which have a 

positive impact on the lives of the people of the 

Commonwealth. She will ensure that at the end of 

her term in office there are quantifiable and tangible 

outcomes that would not have come about if the 

Commonwealth had not come together to make 

them happen.  

As part of her mission she will give enhanced priority 

to the Small States Agenda within the Common-

wealth, through the strengthening of the Secretariat’s 

international advocacy and technical support for 

small states in all relevant trade, economic and sus-

tainable development forums.  

She will also seek to ensure that a judicious balance is 

maintained between the Commonwealth’s twin goals 

of democracy and development. For she is convinced 

that human rights and governance issues are best 

advanced through consensus building, and the shar-

ing of best practices. Likewise, societies are strength-

ened, poverty alleviated, and the welfare of the peo-

ple advanced through economic and social progress.  

Patricia Scotland believes that, if we choose, the 

Commonwealth can represent a source of enormous 

common potential built on the diversity, strengths 

and talents of its members and their people.  

The Rt Honourable Baroness Patricia Scotland  
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In order to unlock this potential, her two main plat-

forms would be:  

1. To Empower Commonwealth Members and 

their People through, inter alia:  

 Trade and Economic partnerships to create 

jobs, grow future industries and build infra-

structure required for economic success  

 Creating common economic frameworks to 

address endemic and long-term challenges 

such as inequality and extreme poverty  

 An interactive platform for youth using ICT  

 Investment in human capital, including har-

nessing the potential of young people to en-

sure that they are participants in our develop-

ment  

 Education-sharing and cross fertilisation to 

build the right foundation of skills  

 Establishing the Secretariat as a fulcrum for 

best practice where both small states and 

more developed members participate as 

equals  

 Promoting arts, culture, sports and travel  

 Working together and sharing expertise and 

skills to establish good governance and rule of 

law  

 Negotiation partnerships to strengthen our 

common voice; and  

 

2. To Protect Commonwealth Members and their 

people through tackling the societal challenges of, 

inter alia:  

 Health and wellbeing  

 Domestic violence  

 Violence against women and girls  

 Crime and security  

 Cybercrime  

 Climate change.  

 

About Patricia Scotland 

Patricia Scotland is a national of the Commonwealth 

of Dominica. She was born in Dominica to a Domini-

can mother and an Antiguan father, and has strong 

family and professional ties throughout the Caribbe-

an. Members of her extended family have distin-

guished themselves in public service in Antigua and 

Barbuda, Barbados, Dominica, Montserrat, St Lucia 

and Trinidad and Tobago. 
 

Patricia Scotland shares the immigrant experience of 

thousands of Commonwealth citizens. Taken to the 

United Kingdom at an early age she was brought up 

in a large close-knit Caribbean family where she was 

taught the importance of hard work, education, pride 

in her heritage and the obligation to give back to the 

region of her birth and to the society in which she 

was raised. 
 

This ethic has guided her throughout her dynamic 

career in law, public service and politics. In these ca-

pacities she has been a tireless advocate in the cause 

of economic and social development in her native 

Caribbean and throughout the Commonwealth. 
 

Patricia Scotland is a lawyer by profession, and holds 

an LLB (Hons) from the University of London. She was 

called to the Bar at Middle Temple in 1977 and to the 

Bars of Antigua and Barbuda and of Dominica in 

1978. She was the first black woman, and, at age thir-

ty five, the youngest woman ever to be appointed 

Queen’s Counsel in the United Kingdom. 
 

Patricia Scotland has an exceptional record as a deci-

sive and visionary leader, well respected for her pro-

gressive reform agenda and for her success in con-

ceptualizing and implementing meaningful change 

with tangible results.  
 

Dominica is proud that her outstanding personal 

character, professional attributes, and first-hand 

knowledge and sympathetic understanding of the 

Commonwealth made her the ideal candidate to have 

received the endorsement of the 53 Heads of Com-

monwealth Countries. 
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NATIONAL EMBLEMS OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF DOMINICA  

THE FLAG OF DOMINICA 

 The Flag of the Commonwealth of Dominica con-

sists of a circular emblem of red bearing a Sisse-

rou Parrot (Amazona imperials) standing on a 

twig encircled by ten lime green stars. This is su-

perimposed on three vertical and three horizontal 

stripes of yellow, black and white forming a triple 

coloured cross against a general back-ground of 

forest green. 

 

 The central emblem presents the National Bird of 

Dominica, the Sisserou parrot, also a symbol of 

flight toward greater heights and fulfilment of 

aspiration. The Parrot also comes from the Domi-

nica Coat of arms, thus symbolizing the official 

Seal of the country. 

 

 The ten lime green stars – the traditional symbol 

of hope – represent the ten parishes of the coun-

try, each with equal status, thus the equality of 

our people. The red central emblem symbolizes 

Dominica's commitment to social justice. 

 

 The yellow, black and white stripes form a triple 

coloured cross representing the Trinity of God. 

The cross itself demonstrates belief in God  

One Flag, One People, One Nation 

 since the Commonwealth of Dominica is found-

ed upon the principles that acknowledge the 

supremacy of God. 

 

The yellow stripe represents the sunshine of our 

land, our main agricultural produce: Citrus and 

Bananas; and is also a symbol of the Carib and 

Arawak people, the first inhabitants of the Is-

land. 

 

 The white stripe represents the clarity of our 

rivers and waterfalls and the purity of aspiration 

of our people. 

 

 The black stripe represents the rich black soil of 

our island on which or agriculture is based as 

well as our African heritage. 

 

 The general background of dark green symbol-

izes our rich verdant forest and the general 

lushness of the island. 

 

 

The National Flag of Dominica was designed 

by Mr. Alwin Bully 
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Join the High Commission’s electronic mailing list: 

Keep in touch with events and activities  

Send an email to:  info@dominicahighcommission.co.uk  

 

Dominica High Commission  

1 Collingham Gardens, Earls Court, London, SW5 0HW 

Telephone: 020 7370 5194    

Fax:    020 7373 8743 

Email:   info@dominicahighcommission.co.uk     

Website:     www.dominicahighcommission.co.uk  

 

 

 

 

 

Dominica Association Bradford: 

  The Storm Erika Charity Auction Ball  

  Saturday 30 April 2016  

  The Princess Ballroom, Midland Hotel, Bradford  

  Time: From 6pm 

 

DONA:   Dance-A-Thon 

  Monday 2 May 2016 

       North Acton Playing Fields Pavilion, Noel Road  

       Time: 3:00pm—7:00pm 

  For further information and Sponsorship forms, please contact   

  donanews1@gmail.com  

 

DASSSA:   Sponsored Walk for the spring bank holiday 

  Monday 30th May 2016 

  All are invited—-picnic, lunch and refreshments promised post walk 

 

DUKA:  DUKA’s Mass Domnik August 2016 further details to follow 

 

Evensong:  Westminster Abby - Date  to be confirmed 

CCL Fair: November 2016 - Details to follow 

  

Annual Independence Service: Date to be confirmed 

DNDDF Annual Independence Dinner & Dance: Date to be confirmed 

 

 

               

Up Coming Events 

mailto:info@dominicahighcommission.co.uk
mailto:info@dominicahighcommission.co.uk
http://www.dominicahighcommission.co.uk/?id_w=1
mailto:Donanews1@gmail.com

